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Dear Mr. Mills: 

As you are aware, the Anaconda Company, after many years of operating an 
open pit uranium mine on Pueblo of Laguna lands, ceased such activity in March of 
1981. It was determined that the reclamation of the mine required the preparation 
of an Environmental' Impact Statement (EIS) pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 since such action was deemed to be a "major 
federal action" significantly affecting the environment. In April 1981, a 
Memorandum of Understanding was entered into between the U.S.G.S. (a function 
recently assumed by the Bureau of Land Management) and the BIA establishing the 

-basis-fer-4he-preparation of 1iie-EISi>y-the-twa:agenciesr7Fhe-preIitmnary-draft-
is presently 8596 complete and shoiild be issued t>efore the end of this calendar 
year. /; 

Meanwhile, the Anaconda Company has'prepfU'ed and presented to the federal 
agencies involved its reclamation plan for the Jackpile-Paguate mine. This effort, 
utilizing some of the world's pre-eminent; consultants, is estimated to cost 
Anaconda $4 million. It is estimated that the EIS process has cost the government 
$600,000 to date for this very important and historic project. 

Recent meetings between Laguna and the responsible federal agencies has 
revealed a significant lack of expertise in numerous areas required to complete the 
EIS in such a manner as to address the various components of the reclamation 
effort satisfactorily. It is imperative-that a minimal amount of funding be made 
available immediately to enable the EIS process to address these critical 
reclamation tasks. Failure to respond to the Anaconda plan in a comprehensive and 
responsbile manner could result in a reclamation effort which is woefully 
inadequate to mitigate the health and safety hazards at the mine site. Inadequate 
reclamation would place the burden on the federal government to continue to 
respond, for endless years, to the mitigation of these hazards. It would better 
serve the public at large to assure that the reclamation effort is done properly in 
the Hrst instance. 

Laguna requests, therefore, that the BIA make the funding available 
according to Attachment "A" hereto so that necessary studies can be performed 
which will, hopefully, lead the EIS task force to a responsible conclusion as to the 
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